»_ 19 January 1955

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT ¢ M/S ALFHEM - Inspection of Ship and Interrogation of
: Crew at Key West, Florida, 28 May 195L

1. On Sunday, 16 May 195L, word was received from Guatemala that
the M/S ALFHEM had arrived the day before at Puerto Barrios, the Carib-
bean port of Guatemala, and rumors were circulating that she was unload-
ing a large cargd of arms. Subsequent events proved this to be correct.
The ship departed from Puerto Barrios late Sunday evening 23 May 195k
and her masti as advised by the owners in Sweden that they had can-
celled the charter under which she was operating, and he was to proceed
to Key West to "give the American authorities all wanted information."

2. It was estimated that the ALFHEM would arrive at Key West about

Friday, 28 May, and plans were made to send a team to Key West to inter=-
rogate the crew, The Navy, through Commander Sulliven at ONI, advised
that they would track the ship to make sure that she came to Key West.
Through Mr. H, Chapman Rose, Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, and
tr, Chester A, Emerick, Deputy Commissioner of Customs, Customs and
Coast Guard personnel at Key West were alerted. Through Mr, Helms,
Mr. Semuel Papich of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, was contacted
and it was agreed that, although they might alert their local agents to
watch any of the crew who came ashore, they would not be concerned with
any shipboard interrogation.

3. Suddenly about 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, 27 May, word was received
from the Coast Guard via Mr. Emerick that "the ship will arrive at Key
-West at 3:00 p.m., and will anchor offshore for two or three hours."
This inaccurate ETA resulted from a Coast Guard air reconnaissance the °
night before, and was disputed by ONI, but it was decided to get a team
on the way on a crash basis., Accordingly, the following left Washington
on Eastern Airlines at 11:45 ®.m. arriving in Miami at 2:00 p.m.:

Department of State:




"

Department of State: Edward A, Jamison, Deputy Director, Office of
Regional American Affairs
Orray Taft, Jr., Office of Munitions Control

Central Intelligence

Agency: C- J Chief, Economic Warfare Division,
' Political and Psychological Staff
C o} Economic Warfare Division, PP
C <] , PBSUCCESS

c =7 PBSUCCESS (interpreter)
A Coast Guard plane was waiting in Miami and the party went straight through
to Key West where they arrived about ;200 p.m.

k. Iieutenant Jom B, Hayes, Coast Guard Captain of the Port, met the
plane and asked C Jand Jamison to ride with him to his office where they
could get a briefing., He advised that the ship had not yet been sighted,
and he did not believe she would arrive until midnight. This was contrary
to the information we had received in Washington, but exactly in accord
with the ONI estimate, : :

5. The following were present at the Port Captain's Office:

Roy H. Alderman, Deputy Collector of Customs at Key West
C. A, McPherson, Immigration Officer in Charge, Key West
. Edward F. Shaffer, Public Health Quarantine Inspector, Key West
Hessrs. MacWilliams and Lazoli (first names unknown) Miami Customs
Office
Lt. Henry J, Gardner, Coast Guard Intelligence, Miami

Only Jamison and C of the Washington party were present, but we assumed
that the others had been delayed in transport from the airport.

6. Not knowing the temper of the AIFHEM!s captain or how long he
would be willing to stay in Key West, we endeavored to keep the original
boarding party to a minimum, but it was immediately apparent that every-
body at the meeting wanted to go aboard and felt they had valid reasons
why their official duties required them to be present,

7. -After a long discussion, it was finally agreed thad C— Jand
Jamison would start the interrogation, accompanied by@”j}“s inter-
preter. The Public Health Officer insisted that he should be the first
aboard to check for any illness, in order to prevent the boarding party
from being quarantined on board the ship for thirty days, if sickness were
discovered later. Customs Officer Alderman agreed to stand by and come
aboard later with a team of ten Coast Guard inspectors when preliminary
negotiations with the captain indicated that he was willing to have the
ship searched, The Immigration Officer, Mr. McPherson, was finally per-
suaded that he could waive intensive examinatien of the crew and other

W formalities
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formalities since it had been decided that, for security reasons, none
of the crew would be permitted ashore. He later presented a waiver for
signature by the undersigned, copy of which is attached.

8. After about an hour of this discussion, word was received that
the Acting Commandant of the Naval Station was waiting for us in his office.
There we found three of the angriest four-stripers we had ever seen,
together with the rest of the Washington party. Apparently T+. Hayes of
the Coast Guard had pulled a fast one in taking Yamison anc . .Jin his
car to his office, whereas the other cars at the airport were Navy vehicles
with instructions to take the entire party to the Commandant. (See
memorandum attached from Lt. Gardner, United States Coast Guard, regarding
the background of this jurisdictional hassle between the Coast Guard and
the Navy. One explanation for the animosity between these two services )
subsequently provided by Mr. Emerick in Washington, was the fact that
shortly before our arrival, the Coast Guard had arrested several Navy
personnel for running liquor into Key West from Cuba.)

9. It was finally agreed with Captain William H, Truesdale, Acting
Commandant (the Admiral in command being absent), Captain Charlton L,
Murphy and a Captain Momm that the Navy would post a destroyer at the
entrance to Key West anchorage after the ship's arrivel with instructions
to detain her there, by force, if necessary, until released by (__ ~
The Coast Guard was to meet the ship at the sea buoy, escort her to anchorage
and maintain picket boat surveillsnce on a2 2i;-hour basis as long as she
was at anchor. It might be noted here that the Navy was particularly
annoyed because they had not been officially advised of the ALFHEM's
arrival, and the first word that they had gotten was from a fuel oil
salesman in Key West who had inquired about his chanees for bunkering the
ship. Matters finally simmered down and ultimately Captain Murphy proved
most friendly and cooperative, but there was some loose talk about L _.)
and Jamison having been kidnapped by the Coast Guard when the meeting
first started.

- 10. The only additions to the boarding part resulting from the second
conference were two ONI representatives, Henry G. Swicord and William S.
Douglas. :

11. While 211 this was going on, DD/P held a meeting in Washington
at which he and Mr. Raymond G. Leddy for the Department of State, and
the Honorable H., Chapman Rose, Assistant Secretary of Treasury; Admiral
Alfred C. Richmond, Commandant, United States Coast Guard; and Mr. Chester A.
Emerick, Deputy Commissioner of Customs, Treasury Department, agreed to
the measures to be taken for the inspection of the ALFHEM and the interro-
gation of the crew. See DD/P original memorandum dated 27 May 1954
initialed by all present, attached hereto.

12. The Washington party




12, The Washington party was put up at the Bachelor Officers Quarters
but Mr. Taft elected to spend the night on a picket boat with Lt. Hayes,
USCG. They were to meet the ship and determine whether the rest of the
party should be awakened and brought out to the anchorage or whether the
captain would wait until daylight.

13. The vessel arrived at the sea buoy at 2:30 a.m. and the captain
said that he wanted to wait for daylight before coming into the harbor.
A pilot was put aboard at 5:30 a.m. and she dropped anchor at 7:30 a.m.
At 8:15 a.m., the boarding party arrived along side and after a ten minute
cursory anestioning, by Mr. Shaffer, the Quarantine Inspector, Messrs.,
Jamison{ Z ~ Jandl. _Jwent aboard.

1. Captain Johan Henry Lind proved to be a very agreeable and
apparently cooperative Swede with a good working knowledge of English,
At the preliminary conversation in his cabin, he readily agreed to a
thorough inspection of his ship by the Customs people, interrogation of
any and all members of his crew, photostating of the ship's documents,
including time charter, loading plan, crew list, ship's log, and radio
log, all of which he turned over to us without question. He also agreed
to go ashore and he spent the next eight hours at the Office of the
Captain of the Port working out his formal affidavit., C _J was assigned
the task of dratting this document, questioning the captain and recording
his answers and observations. The transcript and typing were done by
Mrs. Constance W. Weatherford, a Notary Public in Captain Murphy's office,
C 7 took over the photostating of all the documents, which was done
through Captain Murphy's office, who also supplied photographs of the
ship at anchor. The officers and crew were formally interrogated by
Lt. Gardner and his Coast Guard intelligence people together with repre-
sentatives of the Office of Naval Intelligence.f, ~ Jeirculated around
informally and engaged the crew in conversation on an off-the-record
basis. The vessel was searched by Customs Officer Alderman and Mr. Taft
and ten Coast Guardsmen who found a few odds and ends of printed material,
tags, newspapers, burlap bags, etc., but nothing of any importance,

15. When we checked in with Headquarters by telephone on arrival,
DD/P passed on three specific questions to which he wanted as adequate
answers as possible.

a, Was the ship carrying any passengers who debarked at Puerto
Barrios?

We were not able to find any information to substantiate this
rumor. In private conversation the steward said that he would have
been responsible for providing meals, even if the passenger had been
hidden on board, and he was certain that there was no such situation.

M b. Is there
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b. Is there a second vessel following the ALFHEM with more arms?

Apparently the first any of the officers and crew heard about
this story was at Puerto Barrios. Second Engineer Johnsson reported
he had met a Guatemalan Major Manual Somoza whom he had known on a
Swedish Red Cross ship returning from Korea, who had told him this
story about the second ship. It was clear that nobody on board had -
heard the story before arriving in Guatemala.

c. Which crew member wanted to see a Swedish Consul?

This reported request was the reverse of the facts. Second
Engineer Johnsson received word from the Swedish Consulate in Guatemala
City that the Consul wanted to see him, Johnsson. The latter had no
idea why and as his week-end pass to Guatemala City was cancelled,
he never made the contact,

16. The Chief Officer reported that two members of the crew had Jumped
ship at Puerto Barrios, but thought that this was not significant., This
desertion was properly recorded in the ship's log, and the deserters'! few
possessions were being taken back to Sweden for delivery to the ship's
owners,

17. Several members of the crew were found to be in need of medical
attention, and Dr. Ralph Herz of the Public Health Service was sent out to
the ship. Second Cook Ekeberg had a bad cut on his leg and First Motorman
Kampf had an infected ear, Upon the doctor's orders, both of these men
were taken to the Monroe General Hospital for treatment and remained there
after the ship sailed. They were subsequently interrogated by Lt. Gardner
of the Coast Guard Intelligence and his report is attached hereto. The
doctor was paid $100 to guarantee the hospital bills of the sick crewmen
and eventually sent in what we regarded as an exorbitant bill of $2,200
for sewing up Ekeberg's leg and treating Kampf's ear. Two other crew
members were taken ashore for preventive shots but returned aboard immedi-
ately.

‘18, The search of the vessel and the formal interrogation of the crew
were finished by mid-day. As shown by the various reports and affidavits
in the file, the captain and officers firmly denied any knowledge of the
nature of their cargo. Most of the crew seem to have suspected what they
were carrying, but could merely provide guesses in their statements.

As the preparation of Captain Tind's formal affidavit kept him
ashore all day, the interrogatorsC o] and the ONI and CG personnel)
had an opportunity to fraternize with the officers and crew on a very
informal basis for several hours. Schnapps and beer were provided by the
ship!s persomnel, but even under such informal and friendly circumstances,
nothing of consequence was developed regarding our basic question of just

what the cargo had consisted of.
M 19, The Coast Guard
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19. The Coast Guard maintained close surveillance of the ship and
prevented any representatives of the press from coming aboard. However,
both Key West and Miami papers featured the story of the 1/S ALFHEM,
Copies of these papers are attached.

20. Late in the afternoon, Mr. Henry F, Holland, Assistant Secretary
of State for Inter-American Affairs, asked by telephone that signed and
sworn statements be obtained from some of the officers to the effect that
they were not permitted to look at the cargo; that the unloading at Puerto
Barrios was surrounded with unusual security precautions; that access was
denied to the public and press; etc. These statements were drafted and
authenticated by Lt. Gardner who, as Coast Guard Officer, is authorized
to take acknowledgments,

21. Two incidents on the lighter side occurred during the day that
are worth recording., Mr. Taft discovered a Chinese ideograph painted on
the side of the vessel's hold. After a great deal of effort, he located
the one Chinese resident of Key West named Pong working in a local restau-
rant. He was taken on board and translated the ideograph as meaning,
"Happy New Year,t

Late in the afternoon, one of the service interrogators, who must
remain nameless, after partaking of the Swedish hospitality of the crew
for several hours, solemnly informed the undersigned that there was one
item of intelligence which he felt he needed to complete his report and
which he believed I was keeping from him, namely: "“The true nature of the
cargo.” When asked what the blank he thought the objective of the entire
exercise was, he wandered off into the sunset.

22, The expedition ended on a happy note with the entire Washington
party in the captain's cabin for an excellent dimner of marinated herring
washed down with schnapps and beer and presided over by Mrs. Lind, a very
pleasant Swedish woman.

23. Captain Murphy drove the party out to the airport about 9:00 p.m,
where a Coast Guard plane took us to Miami for the night. Returned to
Washington the next morning, Sunday, 30 May, via commercial plane, arriving
gbout noon,

2. A verbal report of the expedition was delivered that afternoon to
Assistant Secretary of State for Inter-American Affairs, Henry F, Holland,
Mr. Leddy, DD/P and various other interested officials.

25. The ship was proceeding to Cuba to load sugar at Antillas and
later stonned =t Havana, where arrangements were made for further interro-
gation.C ~) was sent there and his report is in the attached
file. There he was able to obtain a photographic copy of the original receipted

W Bill of Lading
¢

-6 -



SEDGLI

Bill of Lading. A carbon copy had been provided by Captain Lind at the
first interrogation, but it was unsigned and he was unwilling to take

the original ashore, This Bill of Lading, together with the corresponding
loading plan, declared the cargo to be composed entirely of innocent items
like shovels, nails, machine tools, laboratory glass, etc, The admission
later by Guatemalan officials that arms had been transported on the ALFHEM
proved the deception involved in the whole operation,

Assistant Deputy Director
(Administration)

SECRET






MEMORANDUM BY

Henry J, Gardner, Lt., JG

United States Coast Guard Intelligence

RE

. Inspection of M/S ALFHEM
and

Interrogation of Crew -
at

Key West, Florida

28 May 1954




¥/V ALFIIY

(n Wednesday, 26 ek lMay 1954, informotion vas received froz the
Laval Intelligence Officer in Miami, It. . Swicord, that the ALFHEY would
be arriving in Xey Vest on 27 May. This infomation originated from a
secret message from COISIX to Naval Intelligence in Miami with Faval 3Base,
Key “est as info addressee. A conference was held in the office of Car.

7 CG District between Capt. Swicegood, Cdr. Sharp, It. Swicord, Yr. Brantley,
-Deputy Collector of Customs, Miami, and Lt. Gardner. It was pointed out to
Naval Inteliigence that regardless of the source of information the handling
of a ceztepory vessel im was a Coast Cuard responsibility. COGSIX had
ordered Naval Intelligence to conduct a NIRMS 2 and 18 coverage of this ves-
sel. The information was that the vessel had been ordered into Key West by
the omer in order to cooperate fully with U. S. authorities. Capt. Truesdell,
Acting Commandéng Officer, KAX NOB Key West, had indicated to Swicord that if
COMSIX had wanted the Coast Guard in on this case we would have been addressce
to the message. Capt. Swicegood contacted Capt, Denty in HQ, and indicated to
him that 568 sort of coordination was i necessery on a HQ level. Apparently,
Coast Guard HQ had no knowledge of the vessel's expected arrival in Key West.

On the afterncon of 26 May I proceeded to Key West, Fla. Late that night
a conference vas held at the Hotel LaConcha between Coast Guard Imtelligence
and Naval Intelligence. It was decided that the vessel would be boarded in
accordance with the Commandant's orders for a Category B type vessel. It was
agreed that Naval Imtelligence could board the vessel under &lmx cover as a
Customs or Immigration official. '

On the morning of 27 May Lt, J. B. Hayes, Commanding Officer, Coast Guard
Rase, Key West, was made cognizant of the opearation. Hayes stated that he had
received information from a Miami Herald reporter that the AIFHEM, which had
discharged arms in Guaxtemala, was arriving in Key West some time soon. This
information originated from the Associated Press in Washington. KROB Key West
had advised the press that they had no comment. This confimmed the reportert's
suspicion that the information was accurate. Capt. Swicegood advised me that
a party consisting of Central Intelligence agents and State Department repre-
sentatives mmexminrfimm was being flown from Washington to Miami, where
the party was to be met xixx@mxxtxfwordx by the Coast Guard. The Coast Guard
was then to flv this party and two Customs searchers from Miami to Key West. .
T T T T ICIA, was to be given full cooperation. The vessel was
5758 “dstained by force if necessary upon enbry into Territorial waters. The
. Commanding Officer Coast Cuard Cutter ARTADNE was ordered to stand by and pro-
vide apy assistance required. S Seloe

‘ Cdr. Culjat, Operations Officer VP 5, contacted me personally and advised
that his plane had picked up the ALFHEM at 0100, 27 May, off Cape San Antonio,

with a speed of advance of 15 knots. This information would have made the

ETA at approximately 1500. Plans were made to board the vessel and hold her

under the guise of a Customs search waiting arrival of State Department repre-

sentatives from Was!.ington. Mr. Roy Alderman, Deputy Collector of Customs,




was made cognizant of the entire situation, and stated that he had received
orders from Washington to give me full cooperation in this matter. 3.
¥ekmrsn iicPherson, Inspector of Immigration znd llaturalization Service, Yey
West, was called in and promised his full cooperation. MNr. Shaffer, U. S.
Public Healthmx Service (Quarantine) ¥ey West, was advised that a Swedish
merchant ship was expected from Guatemala, and stated that he would board
the vessel in the customary mamer, :

Capt. Hurphy, Chief of Staff, at NOB Key West, showed me the messages

which he had received from COUSIX xkx@M2 and CNO. Capt. Murphy stated that

he was not aware of the Navy's responsibility in this matter, but that he

would cooperate to whatever extent was required. Arrangements were made

for all interested parties to meet at the office of Lt. Hayes. It. Ilares

went to0 Meecham Field to meet the party from Washington. The Admiral's Aide

also was at the field to meet his party. It was discovered thal Capt .
Truesdell had given orders to the Adniral's Aide to bring the party directly
- ¢o his office. At approximately 4 o'clock Lt. Fayes arrived st his office
with C- ] and most of his party. Some of the party, however, were at
Capt. Truesdell's office. Ca. . ) lswas briefed on the Coast Guard's position
in this case, and then taken to Capt. Truesdell's office. After a lengthy and
confused meeting, it was decided that the Coast CGuard plcket boat tould meet
the vessel at the sea buoy, and the master would be given a choice between
being boarded imrediately or waiting until day break and being boarded. The

) vessells ¥4 af thig time was 0200, 28 May. The party from Washinston con-
sisted of L. ¥r. Jamison. State Department,/l :  _|xmi (L, #
" JCIA, G o]; USAF, representing the Department of -

Defense, and Mr. Roary Taft, State Department.

The vessel arrived at 0230, 28 May, and was met at the sea buoy by Lt.

Hayes and Mr. Taft, aboard the Coast Guard picket boat. The master stated
that he desired to wait until day break before proceeding to anchorage. At
0530 Pilot Russell was put aboard the vessel by the Coast Guard, and the
vessel was escorted to % anchorage off the Mole. At 0730 the_vessel dropped
the anchor and pilot. At 0815 the vessel was boarded By ] Janison,

'~ " Ademan, MoPherson, Shaffer, Swicord. At 0820 the Boarding Party,

~consisting of myself as Coast Cuard Boarding Officer, 2 customs searchers
from ¥Miani, 10 men fram the ARIADRE, and W. H. Johnson, Investigator, Coast

. Gnard Intelligence, boarded the vessel. Mr. Taft was also in this par(‘q.

 Under the supervision of Customs, a search was instituted in the vessel's
“holds. The masber of the vessel advised the State Department; that it would
be pemissible for them to take all ship's papers, including log books,
charter parties, bills of lading, radio logs- _al:lf._ ashnre. _frtxese papers were
taken ashore, and under the supervision ofiC 3! wphotostats were
made. The Navy arranged for photographs of the vesse. iv be taken from
helicopters. The vessel was kept under surveillance by Coast Guard 52 footer,
and no person was permitted aboard without the permission of myself. No news—

men at any time boarded the vessel.

;\1 Iy .‘
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TFORAT I LM IVED THROUGH INTHRROGATION OF CREY MEMBERS

The Chief lste, Carl Axel Ohlsson, told me in substance as follows:
That he joined the vessel in Coperdizgen early in April; that it was his
understanding from the person who asployed him in Stockholm that the ves-
sel was taking general cargo to Sauth America. He stated that the vessel
arrived in Stettin, Poland, at 0830 on 9 April 1954, and departed at 1325
on 17 April 1954. He stated this was his first trip aboard this ship or
with this Company. lle stated that he noticed in Stettin that the freights
secmed to be too tightly packed to have contained the hardware which wes
supposed to have been loaded on board. e stated that while a2t sea he made
an inspection of No. 5 hold and noticed that one case had broken into and
recooped. He claims that he had no actual knowledge of the arms having
been on board the vessel, He stated that the first information he had
that there had been arms on board the vessel was from the Swedish radio
after the vessel had left Puerto Barrias, He stated that the vessel left
Skxkkx Stettin for Dakar for orders. Prior to ETA Dakar the orders were
changed by radio to Cureco. Prior to ETA Curaco the orders were changed to
Honduras. Prior to ETA Honduras the orders were finally changed to Puerto
Barrias. He stated that he did not go ashore in Poland or Puerto Barrias.
He stated that he has a family in Sweden, and never goes ashore in any port,
excert Sweden. Later he told me that some of the cargo was also glasgsware.
He gave me the information as to the vessel which was required for me to
complete my boarding report., The Captain had been taken ashore and interro-
. gated by members of the State Department. Throughout the day the Chief Hate

was concerned about the Captain, and stated "Where is my Captain?"

The Second Hate was irterrogated by Swicord for several hours, and the
infomation mxs obtained will be availsble at a later date.

The Captain's wife acted as hostess for all U. S. authorities aboard,
and had the Stéward set up an elaborate lunch and supplied a large quantity
of Dutch gin, beer, cigars, cheese, etc, She stated her name was Bjorn Lind,
and gave her address in Sweden as PBohuslandska Kustun, Udevalla, Swedon.
fvery time the interrogation turned to the information desired ¥rs. Lind
became very evasive. She advised that her son, Alf O, Hren Lindsrom, age 17,
was a2 member of the crew, mdth&t.heyhadtakmhimwtofcol]sg'eand
brought him along becanse he refused to study, Urs, Lind spoke excellent
English, and used several American slang terms and i1dioms. She stated that
she had never been in the States, but had epemt some time in-England, and - - -
o eon sovoral Amsrloan dotective stories. She told me that it wes
her desire to cash her insurance and take a trip to the States withont any
of her family. She stated that the Chief Mate and the Chief Engineer were
very good friends, had wonderful senses of humor, and were excellent officer?.
She said the crew members were unusually young end inexperienced. Mrs. Lind 8
3 year old daughter was also aboard the vessel. It was noted that Mrs, Lind
claimed that the son is actually hers, but her age 4s listed on the crew list
as 34. Mrs. Lind stated she was married at the age of 20.




Hres. Lind stated that the wife of the First Engineer and his 6 year old
son were aboard the vessel. During the conversation lis. lind remarked
that Sweden has always managed Lo remain neutral hut will not be able to
do so next time. Mrs. Lind is obviously a woman with an excellent edu-
cation and background. She performed her duties as hostess in a manner
which indicsted that she had previous experience.

The Third Mate, a Horwegian named Olsen, was rather difficult to get
information from. He spoke pgood English, and stated thet his wife and
children were in Norway, but that an Englishman had taken his wife away
from him. He stated that he has spsnt considerable time in the States,
and mentioned that on one occasion he spent 1 days in Miami living with
2 woman who was using morphire . lHe stated that he went ashore at Gunatemala
and got drunk. He was with some of the native CGuatemalan girls. W®hile in
Guatemala he went swimming with his clothes on. This was the first night
in port. He said that he heard the information that night in Puerto Barris
‘that khxlxkERWEM the AIFHEM's cargo consisted of ams. He sald it was
general scuttelbutt among the crew that the cargo consisted of arms. It
is believed that the Third Mate, had knowledge of the ams in Poland. The
Third ¥ate was dissatisfied with the fact that he had the 12-4 watch instead
of the 8-12. He agreed that it was dunstomary that the Third Mate have the
8-12 on merchmt ships, but seemed bitter toward the Captain causing him to
stand the Second Mate's watch on Third Mate's pay. It was a very close re-
lationship between the Third Mate, the Steward, Second Fnginser, ami tle
wife of the First Engineer. X

I was invited in to the Steward's room where he served brandy and coce.
¥rs. Anderson later came in to the room, and shortly thereafter the Third
Mate came in. HMrs. Anderson stated that she worked in a jewslry store in
New York for eight years, from 1938 to 1946. She clalis she met her hmgband
in Wew York. She stated that while the vessel was in Puerto Barrias her
husband had an attack of malaria, and that she went ashore with the Steward.
They returned to the vessel at 6 a. m., and her husband had passed the carisis,
and was angry because she had stayed out so late. The Steward is Danish, and
has a wife and two children in Demmark. The Steward left the room for a few
mimtes, and the Third Mate remarked that the Steward was too good a steward
for that ship. Mrs. Anderson remarked that ngeveral of us" were too good for
‘the ship. The Third Mate became disturbed et her remark, and signalled to .
Cuatemala. It becsme obvicus after a pariod a:é; t.ix;eﬂtg::eursﬁe).ngggmdm
sleeping with the Steward, Second Engineer, T o r an
appa.xixifly spent a consldersble amount of time off watch drinking and sleeping.
This was later confirmed by Kamph. Mrs. Anderson claimed to have gons ashore
in Poland without permission. She was also interested in sneaking ashore at
Key West. This informatlon was developed by Johnson, USCG. The First En-
gineer had ordered his wife to keep her mouth shut about th? amus. Later he
came in to the Steward's room, and it wes difficult to obtain any further in-

formation 2t that time.
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The Radlo Operator was interrogated by me. His English was not too
good. Several times he contradictéed himself. First he denied that he
had been ashore in Poland. Later on he admitted that he had gone ashore
during the day time on four occasions at Rkxk Stettin. He claimed to have
no lnowledge whatever of the ams. ije denied havirg heard of it, even by
radio. He turned over to me a pack of Polish cigarettes imich he said had
been left aboard by the previous radio operator. Same of his notes and
messages received by the ship's radio were surreptitiously taken from his
wvaste basket. Part of these notes contained messages which were quoted in
Swedish, and one message was in English from the owmer ordering the ship
into Xey VWiest and to give the U, S. zuthorities all wented information.
Upon arrival in Stettin the Radio Operator stated that all binoculars, tele-
scopes, snd cameras aboard the ship were sealed in the radio shack., The
Captain took all the radios on board the ship and locked them with the shipsd
stores. All members of the crew who were allowed ashore were given landing
cards. loas of the card resulted in a fine, Every crew member was allawed
to take a small amount of monsy, Polish, one pack of cigarettes, and no other
article from the ship's store. Armed guards patrolled the dock. The Radio
Operator reported that he saw the vessel "RITA®, ovmed by Heindel #x a
Schander, Gothenburg, Sweden, about 3,000 gross tons, in Stettin, He claimed
he saw ships of the German, Dutch, Polish, and Norwegian flags there. He
stated that on the 8th of April, at Swindmmnde, he saw several Polish and
Russian torpedo boats.

The Boarding Party returned to the ship with the Captain late in the
afternoon. The State Department officials stated that they believed they
had all the information desired. Sworn statements were taken by me from the
Third Mate, Chief Mate, and First Engineer. Copies of these statements will
be made available by the State Department later. It is interesting to note
that the First Engineer having first made sure the Captain was not present
stated that he knew in Poland that the cargo consisted of arms from the shapes
of the boxes, The Boarding Party departed the vessel at approximately 2015.
A surveillance was maintained by the Coast Guard 52 footer. Two of the mem-
bers of the crew required medical assistance and Public Health Service doctor
examined them on the ship and ordered them hospitalized. The Chief Hate was
quite disturbed about the fact that these men were godne off tha ship. These
men were placed in Munroe Gensral Hospital, Key West . W‘I}mqubsted
that T follow up on the interrogation of these two crewmen.

L ‘Theiofﬁ.oiala from Washington were returned to Miami via Coast Guard plane,
" and returned to Washington from Miami via commercial afreraft.

SECRET




On 29 May, Bror Henry Kamph, First Motomman, was interrogated for

" approximately L hours. Kamph let it be knowm at the outset that there

vas a considerable amount of friction between him and the Captain, and

he did not want the Captain to know that he had given us all his informa-
tion. Kasmph feared that he would be blacklisted. KXamph wants to be paid
off the ship and to return to Sweden., He stated that he will not under

any circumstances return to the ship. Dr. Ralph Herz, Public Health Ser-
vice, stated that Kamph has x cellulitis of the face, neck, and ear, ex~
tending beyond the mastoid process, and that he will be hospitalized for
approximately 7 to 10 days. The prognosis is good, but had it not been

for imnmediete treatment this would have caused a probable abscess leading

to the brein. Xamph is in extreme pain unless he is given regular hypo's.
Kamph stated that there was no doubt in his mind but that the Captaln, Chief
Hate, and Chief Enginser had actual knowledge that the cargo was ams in
Poland. He stated that the Captain and Chief Mate could not have been so
naive as not to lmow., He stated that the Chief Hate and Chief Enginser were
very close and apart from the other officers. As Journeyman, Kamph was re-
‘qaired to discuss the crew's business with the Captain. Kamph: stated that

he has been going to sea for 5% years, and has never seen a Captain react

as did Captain Lind. W#henever Kamph attempted to present any crew problems
to the Captain, the Captain would tell Kamph that he had a lot of worries on
his mind, and could not be bothered with the crew. Kamph described Mrs. Lind
as a very lovely woman, who helped him cut on these crew matters. Xamph said
he has been in the States several times, and only recently has been to Com-
munist China. le stated that when he told the Captain that he wanted to see
a doctor at Key West, the Captain said it would not be necessary and that

he would be treated on the ship. Kamph told the Captain that unless he saw
a doctor he would arouse the crew. The Captain finally consented. Kamph is
afraid that the Captain wi]l cause Kamph to be blacklisted in Sweden and that
Kamph will be unable to get another ship. Kammsph described the food en the
ship as good, and said the ¢rew was very unrestful, and most of the crew mem-
bers were afraid. He stated that the Messman and Motor Apprentice who Jumped
ship in Guatemaln came aboard late at night to get thelr papers, and told
Kemph that they were going to try to reach British Honduras and return to
Sweden. Kamph advised that the Captaints son was an informer for the Captain,
and that anything disoussed smong the crew in the Captain's son's presence ws
carried to the Captain. This was discovered early in the trip. Kamph refuses
to state that he has any knowledge of any one on the ship being a Commnist.
. Komph feels sure that the Third Mate had knowledgs of the arms. Esmph has a
brother whom he claims was deported from Galifornia for having beem.on Iron
Curtain runs., Kamph stated that the Chlef Eate was very mysterious aboub
warning him concerning the cases which had been broken into in No. 5 hold.
Kamph stated that the Chief Mate told him that 1t would be forgotten but that
if there was any more of that same of the crew would be jnprieoned‘nxkupon
the vessel's return to Sweden. Kamph does not want to see the Swedibh sooxx
Consul unless necessary in order to retum to Sweden. In Poland Kamph was
told by the Chief Mate that the cargo consisted of glassware and silk, and
that the crew were to ask no more questions concerning the cargo. Kamph is
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afraid that the Master will find out that he went dovm into the hold and
exanined the carpo. Xamph stated that he does not know who broke into
the cargo originally, but stated that the Chief Mate could not have dis-
covered this without having examined the cargo himself. It is felt thot
Hamph has knowledge of who broke into the carpo originally, but since the
man is still aboard the ship will not reveal his name. Further interroga-~
tion may provide this information. Kamph stated thet when the case of
machine guns fell on dock the two AB's, TELANDFR and MOLLFR, who also sau
this, were too afraid to discuss it with any one. Kemph has read the
neuspaper articles concerning this ship. e read these articles after the
interrogation but prior to signing the statement. He read the statement
very carefully before signing it, and stated "I am willing to heclp the free
people®. Several of the backeround information about officers and crew
rembers that were obtained by other sources were confirmed by Kamph.
Kamph is an intelligent and observant man. The infomation which he gave
seaned to be confirmed wherever possible. Komph went aboard the AIFHEM on
1 April 195k. He stated that the AB's who joined the ship in Copenhagen
were Swedish end Danish. Kaph stated that he went ashore in Stettin in
the day time with no moncy. He sold razor blades, 5 for $1.00. le stated
that American cigarettes are worth about £7.50 a carton in Poland. He saw
one Russian passenger ship of approximately 8,000 tons, and one Russian
cargo ship, which was an American liberty ship. He saw two =xms® small
Danish cargo ships, one small West German cargo ship, one Dutch small cargo
vessel, and the Fimmish cargo ship KORSO. He saw the Swedish cargo ships
SINGOIALIA and ASPEN,

Kamph served on the Swedish tanker CARINA from November 1953 until
February 1954. In November 1953 the vessel went to NOVOROSISK, Russia.
- VWhen the tanker reached a certain point after entering the Black Sea, a
Russian DE came near the ship end escorted her into port. The same pro-
cedure was used upon departure. The xmssmmk escort remained with the CARINA
for about 1% days each way. There is a Navy Yard in this port. Several
Czech torpedo boats were in the harbor. These were new and very streamlined.
There were two alrcraét carriers, three battle ships or heavy cruisers, and
six destroyers. When the vessel arrived at port approximately 25 armed
Russian soldiers boarded the vessel and stationed themselves throughout the
ent.ire ship. Kamph xk s2id "It secemed like the whole Russisn army was coming
aboard”. The quarantine doctor asked each member of the crew if he had been
to the States before, and when Kamph said he had he was restrieted to the ship.
‘Kemph also notioced the British tanker there, which was under Panamanion flag.

Going back to Puerto Barrias, Kamph stated that when the First Engineer
was accused of sshotage the Second Engineer told the Guatemalant's that Xioen
1f they were going to blame any one they should blame him hecouse he was the

engineer on watch. Nothing ever came of this.
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Kanmph stated that the crew zlso heard about the vessel having arms
the first night in Puerto Darrias from the Testern Union office in town.
Xamph also remembers seeing minelayers in Stetiin. Kamph s2id the 8econd
Hate probably had no lmowledge of the arms, and described the Second Mate
as not being very brigit. The men who Juaped ship al Guatemala are Olsson,
Hessboy, and Camitz, Motor Apprentice. Kamph described the spare parts as
breetch bolts for rifles. #e described the sstrx machine funs as hand
rmachine guns, thirty some odd inches in length.

Kamph believes the vessel is not going miodowgsbar to UK after Cuba,
but that 1t is going back to Poland. WHe said that this is a typical Com-
mnist run. ' '

The followdng is from the Lloyd's Register concerning the vessel:
"Alfhem" ex "Gausdal" #35693 Lloyds Register, supplement #8, Twin screw,
4,840 Tons Built in 1930 at Odense Omners Angbats, Bohuslanska & Euaten,
386 Feot in Length 54 Feet Beam, 25 Foot Draft Port of registry is
Uddevalla Swedish” ]

The Second Cook, Ekberg, is also in the hospital with Ksmph. He has no
information of any value, and speaks practically no English. He also wants
to return to Sweden, but all papers necessary hive been made up for him and
there should be no difffculty. EKamph on the other hand has only his gear and
his papers, and no papers for paying him off has been drawn.




27 May 195L

MGEMORANDUM FOR RECORD:

SUBJECT s Measures for the thorough inspection
of the 5S ALFHEM and interrogation of
the Master, officers and crew.

1. Upon the policy authorization of the State Department
and with the confirmation of the Central Intelligence Agency, the
Bureau of Customs and the United States Coast Guard will undertake
the following steps to implement the above-mentioned examination
and interrogation.

" 2. Customs will instruct local Customs authorities in Key West,
Florida, to do everything possible to see to it that the examination
and interrogation shall be made possible and that the vessel shall
remain either at anchorage or in port for a sufficient length of time
to enable this to be done. :

3. Customs will board the ALFHEM at Key West and advise the
Master that he is not to depart until permission is obtained from
the Deputy Collector of Customs in Charge. Customs will then advise
the Coast Guard senior officer of the instructions given to the Master
and Coast Guard will keep the vessel under surveillance and take any
action deemed necessary to prevent his unauthorized departure. It is
understood that Customs is delaying departure of the AIFHEM at the
request of the Department of State and the Central Intelligence Agency
and Customs will be governed by the instructions received from Mr,
C. ~Jof CIA who will arrive at Key West, Florida, early
this evening,

lie Tt is further understood that the action to be taken by the
Coast Guard in this connection will be as Customs Officers acting
under the authority of Sec. 1581 of Title 19, US Code Annotated.

S5« A partial but very important basis for the foregoing decisions
and proposed action is the understanding of CIA, Customs and Coast
Guard, received from State Department, that the owmer of the vessel
has stated that he has dispatched instructions to the Master to pro=-
ceed from Puerto Barrios, Guatemala, to a US port for the purpose of
submitting to inspection and interrogation by American authorities
for the information they want. The owner has given his verbal assur~
ance that no indemnification of any kind will be sought for any re-
sulting delay to the ship, and the Swedish Govermment has extended
full cooperation to the United States Govermment in effecting these
arrangements with the owner and is aware of the proposed examination,
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6. It is further understood that in connection with the
entire handling of this matter, all appropriate measures will be
taken and observed to avoid publicity. However, it is anticipated
that these efforts could not be entirely successful in view of the
fact that the vessel is so well known and is such a target for the
press.

7. The following representatives of the departments and agencies
referred to in the above, were present at the meeting at which this
memorandum was prepared, and acknowledge the accuracy of the above-
stated understanding:

FOR THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT -

The Honorable H. Chapman Rose,
Assistant Secretary

gf ) Rear Admiral A. C. Richmond
»/4&‘ ' Assistant Commandant, US Coast Guard
Mr. Chester A. BEmerick

Deputy Commissioner of Customs of the
* Investigations Division

FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE -

L Mr. Raymond G. Leddy
'ﬁqg‘ . Officer in Charge Central America and
Panama Affairs

FOR THE CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY -

Mr. Frank G, Wisner
Deputy Director (Plans)

c 2

FRANK G. WISNER .
Deputy Director (Plans)

(In addition to Sec. 1581 of Title 19, US Code Annotated,cited above,

Gjl" a further possible legal basis for this action is the Magnussen Act,
‘J the Executive Order issued thereunder, and the Coast Cuard Regula-

tions promulgated pursuant thereto,)

cc: Mr. Rose (2)
Mr. Leddy (1)










iéU.‘S.-"A‘uthorities Ask About Red
Arms Slupment To Guatemala

. By DENIS SNEIGR p )
The: Swedxsh mystery frelghter Alfhem today anchor-
ed off Key West,and its _crew-was ‘being questioned by

U. S. authontxes, about an arms shlpment the frelghter
delivered . to; 'Guate_ma]a










Held Ai' Key West

By MILT SOSIN Do
Miami Dally News Staff Writer . R
A Swedlsh frexghter which delivered arms ‘to_Guate-.
mala was- ordered into Key:-West today and was boarded
by U. S: : epartment ofﬁc1als

D p
that Capt ‘Johann Lmd ‘master,
he' "shlp of the vessel :and the. crew»mem-

$10,000,000

“[had sald in a‘recent" press- COIh!
ference, ‘that the : shxpm
arms,. _carried by" the AlIﬁ

vedish Arms Ship

iLondon and- Ant el‘prl Th

I'said the ‘Statement released: byl
White, -“and . the great': secrecy
whlch surrounded the arrival and
uhloading’ :0f the ship: at. Puerto
Barrio- (Gtxatemala)r-i *has - Hot|
been possmle ‘Previoisiy ~to ob-
tain desued mformatx nvfrom thef
fficers

L ecauSe of thése 'condxtmns /’r

. There:: “Was - 1o -officials
nouncement“ “the - resu]ts ‘of
the search.,.but e~Panama
Canal.. gn‘eSS office - "said” last
-nighf, Wyoming’s . manifest
mcluded .one case- of, Browmng
autor:latxc .rifles .. consigned

onducted-- Wity
o the ¥k






to Guatemala was mac@ under
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